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SUBJECT: ROBIN WRIGHT ARTICLE ON WHITE RHODESIAN ATTITUDES 
TOWARD YOUNG 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY ROBIN WRIGHT 
WHICH APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST AUGUST 25, 1977. 

2. A RHODESIAN CABINET MINISTER LIKENED HIM TO UGANDAN 
PRESIDENT IDI AMIN - BOTH "CLOWNS." ANOTHER MINISTER 
DESCRIBED HIM AS "A THREAT TO WHITE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD." AND WHEN QUERIED TODAY, A PROMINENT GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL SAID HE COULD SUM UP RHODESIA'S REACTION TO U.N. 

AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG IN ONE WORD: "YUCK." 

3. AMONG THE WHITE RHODESIAN POPULATION. THERE IS 
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PROBABLY NO OTHER PERSONALITY IN THE WESTERN WORLD SO 
MISTRUSTED, DISLIKED OR GENERALLY FEARED AS THE CONTRO- 
VERSIAL AMBASSADOR. YOUNG SYMBOLIZES FOR WHITE 
RHODESIANS WHAT THEY BELIEVE IS THE RECENT LOSS OF THE U.S. 

GOVERNMENT AS A POSSIBLE ALLY IN SEEKING TO END 12 YEARS OF 
ISOLATION AND TO DEFEND RHODESIA AGAINST A PERCEIVED SOVIET 
THREAT. 
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4. MANY WHITES HERE EVEN HOLD THE FORMER U.S. CIVIL-RIGHTS 
LEADER PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT THEY SEE AS A 

COMPLETE REVERSAL IN THE U.S. APPROACH TOWARD THE SETTLE- 
MENT OF RHODESIA'S CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS. 

5. A YEAR AGO, WHITE RHODESIANS REGARDED AMERICAN INVOLVE- 
MENT WITH ENTHUSIASM, FEELING THAT THE "LEADER OF THE 
FREE WORLD" WOULD SURELY FAVOR GUARANTEED RIGHTS FOR ALL. 
THE ORIGINAL PEACE PLAN BY FORMER U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE 
HENRY KISSINGER APPEARED TO PROMISE THAT THE 270,000 
WHITES WOULD NOT BE OVERWHELMED BY RHODESIA'S 6 MILLION 
BLACKS. 

6. THEY SEE THE CURRENT, THIRD SET OF ANGLO-AMERICAN 
PROPOSALS AS AN ATTEMPT BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO 

"STUFF A MARXIST GOVERNMENT DOWN OUR THROATS BY DEMANDING 
IMMEDIATE ONE-MAN, ONE-VOTE," A WHITE FARMER COMMENTED. 

7. THE WHITE BACKLASH HAS GROWN TO THE POINT THAT MANY 
WHITES ARE OPENLY HOSTILE TO YOUNG'S VISITING RHODESIA 
NEXT WEEK DURING THE LATEST ROUND OF SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY BY 
AN ANGLO-AMERICAN TEAM HEADED BY BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
DAVID OWEN. A MINISTRY OF INFORMATION SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED 
TONIGHT THAT OWEN IS EXPECTED IN SALISBURY SEPT. 1, 
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ALTHOUGH HE WOULD MAKE NO STATEMENT ABOUT THE ARRIVAL OF 
YOUNG. 

8. PART OF THE PREJUDICE AGAINST YOUNG MAY SIMPLY BE 
BECAUSE HE IS BLACK AND HOLDS SO MUCH RESPONSIBILITY IN 
FORMULATING U.S. POLICY ON SOUTHERN AFRICA. FEW WHITES 
HERE BELIEVE THAT YOUNG CAN RESIST A NATURAL BIAS FOR HIS 
"BLACK BROTHERS." 

9. IN THE OPINION OF WHITE RHODESIANS, YOUNG HAS COMMITTED 
TWO SPECIFIC SINS: COMPARING THE RHODESIAN SITUATION WITH 
THAT OF THE AMERICAN SOUTH, AND ENDANGERING THE SLIM 
POSSIBILITIES OF PEACE WITH UNDIPLOMATIC REMARKS. 

10. RHODESIANS HAVE ARGUED FOR YEARS THAT THERE IS NO 
SIMILARITY BETWEEN RACIAL TENSION IN THE UNITED STATES 
AND RHODESIA BECAUSE "NEGROES AND AFRICANS ARE NOT THE 
SAME." 

1 1 . "WHEN WILL JIMMY CARTER AND ANDY YOUNG WAKE UP AND 
REALIZE THAT OUR AFRICANS ARE MOSTLY STILL PRIMITIVES, 
ILLITERATE AND DEPENDENT?" ASKED A MIDDLE-AGED WHITE STORE 
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MANAGER. "IF THEY WERE LIKE YOUR BLACKS, THEN MAYBE 
WE WOULD CONSIDER GIVING THEM MORE. BUT UNTIL THEY ARE 
EDUCATED AND UNDERSTAND WHAT GOVERNMENT IS ABOUT WE CAN'T 
GIVE THEM ANY POWERS." 

12. EVEN MORE AGGRAVATING TO WHITES HERE ARE YOUNG'S 
REPORTED REMARKS. THE RHODESIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS HAS PUBLISHED TWO BACKGROUND BRIEFING PAPERS 
OVER THE PAST SEVEN MONTHS ENTITLED THE "SLAYINGS OF 
ANDREW YOUNG," INCLUDING AS YOUNG'S "BULL-IN- A-CHINA-SHOP 
RHETORIC": 

13. "THE ACTIONS OF IAN SMITH AND UGANDAN LIFE PRESIDENT 
IDI AMIN ARE REMARKABLY SIMILAR - BOTH ARE MINORITY 
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TRIBESMEN VIOLATING THE RIGHTS OF THE MAJORITY," FROM A 
STATEMENT FEB. 24. 

14. MR. SMITH IS THE KIND OF PERSON WHO, WHILE HE CANT 
WIN, CAN TAKE A LOT OF PEOPLE DOWN WITH HIM, AND THE 
UNITED STATES HAS TO INSURE THAT MR. SMITH GOES DOWN BY 
HIMSELF," ALSO FROM LATE FEBRUARY. 

15. "NOT EXACTLY THE KIND OF THING YOU LIKE TO HEAR FROM 
A MAN WHO IS SUPPOSEDLY ACTING AS A NEUTRAL NEGOTIATOR," 

A GOVERNMENT SOURCE REMARKED TODAY. 

16. YOUNG'S REMARKS HAVE ELICITED REGULAR PUBLIC BLASTS 
FROM RHODESIAN OFFICIALS. ROWAN CRONJE, MINISTER OF MAN- 
POWER AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS, SAID RECENTLY: "I WILL BE 
FORGIVEN IF ONE CONSIDERS CLASSIFYING MR. ANDREW YOUNG IN 
THE SAME CATEGORY AS IDI AMIN. THEY BOTH WOULD HAVE BEEN 
CLOWNS WERE THE WORLD S PROBLEMS NOT SO TRAGIC. THEIR 
UTTERANCES WOULD HAVE BEEN FUNNY WERE THEY NOT SO DANGER- 
OUS, PATHETIC OR THEIR EFFECT SO SERIOUS." 

17. ANOTHER CABINET MINISTER, ROGER HAWKINS OF COMBINED 
MILITARY OPERATIONS, CHARGED IN LATE MAY: "MR. YOUNG'S 
UNCONTROLLED HATE OF A WHITE SKIN PERMEATES EVERY STATEMENT 
HE MAKES REGARDING SOUTHERN AFRICA. AMERICA'S USE OF MR. 
YOUNG AS AN OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN IS A THREAT TO WHITE PEOPLE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AS BLACK POWER SURGERY CAN ONLY 
RESULT IN A TERMINAL PROGNOSIS FOR THE WHITE MAN." 

18. OFFICIALS HERE GENERALLY APPEAR TO BELIEVE THAT 
YOUNG'S PRESENCE HERE NEXT WEEK WILL ENDANGER A DELICATE 
SITUATION. "WE HAVE TO LET HIM COME, BUT HE CERTAINLY 
WON'T BE WELCOMED WITH OPEN ARMS . " CHRISTOPHER 
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